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Enclosed  please  find  a  complimentary  copy  of  the  1984  Edition  of  the 
Profile  North  Carol Ina  Counties.  Update.  We  hope  that  you  and  others  In  your 
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the  time  associated  with  gathering  data  to  describe  our  counties.  We  are 
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agency  offices  In  an  attempt  to  make  this  Information  accessible  to  most 
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level  data  and  promote  your  statistical  programs. 
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Preface 


The  1986  edition  of  the  Profile,  North  Carolina  Counties  is  the  seventh  in  a  series  published 
by  the  Office  of  State  Budget  and  Management.  The  Profile  assembles  in  one  document  many  ma- 
jor demographic,  economic,  and  social  indicators  at  the  county  level  which  are  available  on  an  an- 
nual or  other  periodic  basis.  Data  categories  included  in  this  edition  cover  population,  area,  per 
capita  income,  voter  registration,  labor  force,  transfer  payments,  tax  levies,  employment,  health 
indicators,  new  and  expanded  industry,  agriculture,  public  assistance,  corrections,  highway  mileage, 
motor  vehicles,  education  enrollment,  retail  sales  and  sales  and  use  tax.  These  indicators  should 
assist  researchers  at  all  levels  of  government  and  the  private  sector  in  analyzing  trend  information 
on  the  county,  planning-region,  metropolitan  and  non-metropolitan  basis,  as  well  as  the  statewide 
level.  It  is  our  hope  that  the  compilation  of  this  information  in  one  source  document  will  minimize 
the  resources  required  to  analyze  state  and  sub-state  conditions  and  trends. 


C.  C.  Cameron 

Executive  Assistant  to  the  Governor 
for  Budget  and  Management 
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Introduction 


This  edition  of  Profile,  North  Carolina  Counties  has  five  major  divisions:  (1)  rankings,  (2)  state 
and  county  profiles,  (3)  multi-county  planning  regions  profiles,  (4)  metropolitan  and  non-metropolitan 
profiles,  and  (5)  an  appendix. 


The  rankings  section  includes  county,  region,  and  metropolitan  rankings  of  several  key  in- 
dicators -  population  density,  migration  rate,  per  capita  income,  rate  of  unemployment,  active  primary 
care  physicians  per  10,000  population,  5-year  infant  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  motor  vehicle 
accidents  per  1,000  population,  per  capita  property  tax,  average  weekly  payroll  per  employee,  and 
per  capita  transfer  payments.  Users  should  be  cautious  when  drawing  conclusions  concerning  coun- 
ties with  small  populations  which  may  be  subject  to  wide  fluctuations  in  rates  based  on  minor 
changes  in  conditions. 


For  many  data  series  the  state  value  either  includes  categories  not  represented  in  the  coun- 
ties or  is  an  estimate  derived  by  methodology  that  does  not  require  the  state  figure  to  be  the  same 
as  the  sum  of  counties.  Because  of  this  and  for  ease  in  calculation  of  county  values  as  a  percent 
of  state  total,  a  "sum  of  counties"  profile  has  been  included  in  the  state  and  county  profiles  section. 


The  need  for  a  uniform  system  of  multi-county  regions  for  planning  and  development  ac- 
tivities led  in  1969  to  the  creation  of  planning  regions  that  cover  the  entire  state.  These  are  named 
A  -  R  and  were  established  under  consideration  of  the  following  factors:  (1)  the  economic  and  social 
interrelationships  between  urban  centers  and  the  surrounding  areas,  (2)  existing  cooperative  pro- 
grams among  counties  and  municipalities,  (3)  at  least  three  counties  in  each  region,  (4)  a  popula- 
tion base  of  at  least  100,000  people  in  each  region,  and  (5)  the  existence  of  mountain  ranges  or 
rivers  that  might  separate  one  region  from  another.  Profiles  are  presented  for  each  planning  region. 


Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas  (MSA's)  are  designated  by  the  U.  S.  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget.  They  are  defined  as  generally  comparable  areas  around  the  nation  for  studying 
metropolitan  characteristics.  Profiles  have  been  listed  in  this  publication  for  each  of  the  state's 
nine  Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas  as  well  as  for  the  total  metropolitan  and  total  non-metropolitan 
areas.  MSA's  are  more  specifically  defined  at  the  beginning  of  the  metropolitan  and  non-metropolitan 
section. 


Although  information  for  most  data  series  is  available  only  through  1984,  1985  updates 
have  become  available  for  others.  These  are  presented  in  the  Appendix.  The  updated  series  in- 
clude voter  registration,  property  tax  levies,  highway  mileage,  auto  and  truck  registration, 
AFDC  recipients,  some  corrections  data,  retail  sales,  and  sales  and  use  tax. 
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Data  Sources  and  Descriptions 


AGRICULTURE  

Harvested  Cropland 

Cropland  for  the  calendar  year  consists  of  land  used  for  all  row  crops,  close-grown  field 
crops,  rotation  hay  and  pasture,  hayland,  conservation  use  only  (excluding  forest  land),  or- 
chards, vineyards,  and  bush  fruit.  Data  for  the  years  beginning  with  1978  are  based  on  a 
sample  survey  conducted  by  the  Division  of  Cropland  Livestock  Reporting  Service,  while 
prior  data  were  obtained  from  a  state  annual  farm  census.  The  sample  survey  does  not 
report  the  amount  of  idle  cropland  in  a  county,  but  the  census  does  include  these  figures. 
The  state  figure  represents  the  sum  of  counties,  but  state  totals  in  years  prior  to  1977  do 
not  include  any  data  for  the  counties  in  which  a  census  was  not  conducted. 

NC  Department  of  Agriculture 

Crop  and  Livestock  Reporting  Service 

NC  Agricultural  Statistics 

Farm  Income 

Farm  income  amounts  for  the  calendar  year  are  estimated  income  from  tobacco,  cotton, 
peanuts,  corn,  grain,  potatoes,  fruits  and  vegetables,  greenhouse  and  nursery  items,  hay 
and  other  field  crops,  livestock  products,  farm  forests  and  government  payments. 
Although  the  federal  government  frequently  revises  state  level  estimates  of  farm  income, 
the  county  series  is  revised  only  for  the  year  prior  to  the  most  recent  release.  The  state 
series  presented  in  this  publication  is  that  agreeing  with  the  county  totals.  Users  may  con- 
tact the  North  Carolina  Department  of  Agriculture  for  more  recently  revised  state  figures. 

NC  Department  of  Agriculture 

Crop  and  Livestock  Reporting  Service 

North  Carolina  Farm  Income 

"Cash  Receipts  from  Farm  Marketings 

and  Government  Projects" 

BUSINESS  AND  INDUSTRY  


Payrolls 

First  quarter  total  payroll  consists  of  payroll  paid  to  persons  employed  at  any  time  during 
the  January  to  March  quarter.  Payroll  includes  all  forms  of  compensation  which  are  sub- 
ject to  income  tax  withholding,  such  as  salaries,  wages,  commissions,  bonuses,  vacation 
allowances,  sick  leave  pay,  and  the  value  of  payments  in  kind  (such  as  free  meals  and 
lodgings)  paid  to  all  employees.  Employees'  tips  and  gratuities  reported  to  employees  are 
included.  For  corporations,  annual  payroll  includes  amounts  paid  to  officers  and  ex- 
ecutives which  are  subject  to  income  tax  withholding;  for  unincorporated  businesses,  it 
does  not  include  profit  or  other  compensation  of  proprietors  or  partners.  Payroll  is 
reported  before  deductions  for  social  security,  income  tax,  insurance,  union  dues,  etc. 
Government  payrolls  are  excluded.  Some  county  data  are  omitted  due  to  disclosure  pro- 
blems. The  user  is  advised  to  check  with  the  NC  Employment  Security  Commission 
publication,  North  Carolina  Insured  Employment  and  Wage  Payments,  for  a  similar  data 
series  collected  in  a  different  manner.  The  resulting  figures  differ  significantly  from  this 
series  for  some  counties.  The  ESC  series  is  to  be  included  in  future  editions  of  the 
Profile. 

US  Department  of  Commerce 
Bureau  of  the  Census 
County  Business  Patterns 
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Employees 

Mid-March  pay  period  employment  is  the  count  of  employees  during  the  pay  period  that 
includes  March  12  as  reported  on  Treasury  Form  941,  Schedule  A,  or  as  corrected  by 
estimates.  Each  legal  entity  (corporation,  partnership,  single  proprietorship,  etc.)  having 
paid  employees  is  required  to  file  a  separate  Employer's  Quarterly  Federal  Tax  Return, 
Treasury  Form  941.  Establishments  are  assigned  county  classifications  on  the  basis  of  the 
physical  location  of  the  establishments.  Employees  without  a  fixed  location  within  a  state 
or  of  unknown  county  locations  are  included  in  the  state  total,  thus  making  it  differ  from 
the  sum  of  counties.  An  "establishment"  is  a  single  physical  location  where  business  is 
conducted  or  where  services  or  industrial  operations  are  performed.  Government 
employees,  self-employed  persons,  farm  workers,  and  domestic  service  workers  are  ex- 
cluded. Some  county  data  are  omitted  due  to  disclosure  problems.  The  user  is  advised  to 
check  with  the  NC  Employment  Security  Commission  publication,  North  Carolina  Insured 
Employment  and  Wage  Payments,  for  a  similar  data  series  collected  in  a  different  manner. 
The  resulting  figures  differ  significantly  from  this  series  for  some  counties.  The  ESC 
series  is  to  be  included  in  future  editions  of  the  Profile.  In  the  Rankings  section,  the 
average  per  capita  weekly  salary  for  the  first  quarter  1983  for  employees  of  reporting 
establishments  is  ranked  from  high  to  low. 

US  Department  of  Commerce 

Bureau  of  the  Census 

County  Business  Patterns 

Industry,  New  and  Expanded 

This  category  includes  investment  amounts  and  the  number  of  new  employees  estimated 
and  reported  to  the  Department  of  Commerce  at  the  time  an  industry  announces  location 
or  expansion  plans.  The  county  figures  are  provided  for  two  year  sums  ending  in  odd 
years.  State  figures  are  available  for  single  years. 

NC  Department  of  Commerce 
Business  and  Industry  Development 

Retail  Sales 

Retail  sales  for  the  fiscal  year  represent  total  taxable  and  non-taxable  sales  as  reported 
monthly  on  the  Sales  and  Use  Tax  Report  Forms.  The  statewide  summary  includes  foreign 
(outside  North  Carolina)  amounts. 

NC  Department  of  Revenue 
Sales  and  Use  Tax  Division 
"Analysis  of  State  Sales  and  Use  Tax 
Collections  and  Gross  Retail  Sales  by 
Counties  and  Business  Groups" 

Sales  and  Use  Tax 

These  amounts  represent  total  gross  collections  of  state  sales  and  use  tax  for  the  fiscal 
year  and  do  not  contain  any  local  sales  and  use  tax.  The  state  total  includes  the  2%  use 
tax  collected  on  motor  vehicles  and  airplanes,  which  is  not  tabulated  by  county.  County 
sums  may  also  differ  from  the  state  total  due  to  rounding  to  the  nearest  dollar. 

NC  Department  of  Revenue 
Sales  and  Use  Tax  Division 
"Analysis  of  State  Sales  and  Use  Tax 
Collections  and  Gross  Retail  Sales  by 
Counties  and  Business  Groups" 

CRIME  AND  CORRECTIONS  

Prison  Admissions 

These  figures  reflect  the  number  of  new  admissions  and  probation  revocations  in  the  state 
prison  system  by  county  of  conviction  during  the  calendar  year.  The  state  total  includes 
those  persons  whose  county  of  conviction  is  not  reported.  As  of  1979,  admissions  include 
a  category  called  "unsentenced". 

NC  Department  of  Corrections 
State  Corrections  Statistical  Abstract 
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Parole  Population 

These  figures  reflect  the  parole  population  by  county  of  supervision  as  of  December  31. 
This  count  also  includes  those  individuals  who  have  both  a  probation  and  a  parole 
sentence,  referred  to  as  "duals".  Starting  with  1984  data,  parole  population  includes  only 
those  individuals  who  are  "actively  supervised",  and  these  data  are  derived  from  a  source 
different  from  that  for  the  total  parole  population.  With  1984,  figures  for  parole  population 
began  to  include  those  individuals  on  conditional  release.  Revisions  have  been  made  to 
the  historical  Profile  data  to  combine  conditional  release  into  the  parole  population  for 
years  prior  to  1984.  The  statewide  total  includes  the  number  of  parolees  whose  county  of 
supervision  is  not  reported  and  those  who  absconded;  it  does  not  reflect  the  number  of 
parolees  being  supervised  out  of  state. 

NC  Department  of  Corrections 
State  Corrections  Statistical  Abstract 

Probation  Population 

These  figures  represent  end-of-year  population  by  county  of  supervision.  The  total  ex- 
cludes "duals",  those  individuals  who  have  both  a  probation  and  a  parole  sentence.  Begin- 
ning with  1979,  the  statewide  total  includes  individuals  for  which  no  county  was  reported. 
It  excludes  those  being  supervised  out  of  state. 

NC  Department  of  Corrections 
State  Corrections  Statistical  Abstract 

Youth  Services  Schools  Admissions 

The  number  of  admissions  in  the  calendar  year,  by  county  from  which  the  referrals  were 
made,  to  the  five  state-supported  youth  services  schools  are  indicated  by  these  figures. 
Children  under  the  age  of  16  years  may  be  admitted  to  the  schools  for  offenses  ranging 
from  failing  to  attend  school  to  capital  crimes.  Although  a  court  order  is  required  for  com- 
mitment of  a  child,  the  child  is  not  a  convicted  criminal.  At  the  age  of  18,  youths  are  no 
longer  eligible  for  detention  in  the  youth  services  schools. 

NC  Department  of  Human  Resources 

Division  of  Youth  Services 


EDUCATION  

Public  School 

Two  data  series  are  presented  for  public  schools  -  the  final  enrollment  for  the  school  year 
and  the  first  month  average  daily  membership.  The  enrollment  series  has  been  presented 
in  earlier  editions  of  the  Profile;  the  ADM  series  is  consistent  with  a  fall  count  correspon- 
ding to  the  fall  enrollment  for  higher  education  and  community  colleges.  The  enrollment 
figures  represent  the  final  annual  enrollment  in  the  state's  public  school  system  (grades 
K-12)  for  the  nine-month  school  year.  Final  annual  enrollment  is  a  cumulative  total  of 
students  enrolled  throughout  the  school  year  and  is  not  adjusted  to  reflect  withdrawals. 
Included  in  these  figures  are  those  students  who  transferred  to  the  public  school  system 
from  another  state  or  from  another  North  Carolina  school  district,  as  well  as  non-public 
school  students  entering  the  public  schools.  The  kindergarten  program  was  phased  in 
from  school  year  1973-74  to  school  year  1976-77.  The  first  month  average  daily  member- 
ship represents  the  sum  of  the  "number  of  days  in  membership"  of  all  students  for  the 
first  month  of  the  school  year  divided  by  the  number  of  school  days  in  that  month.  In  both 
series,  the  state  figure  represents  the  sum  of  county  data. 

NC  Department  of  Public  Education 
Division  of  Public  Instruction 

Community  College  Enrollment 

The  fall  quarter  headcount  enrollment  in  curriculum  and  extension  courses  in  the  state 
community  college  system  is  shown  by  enrollee's  county  of  residence.  The  statewide  total 
is  a  summation  of  county  amounts  and  excludes  enrollees  from  out-of-state. 

NC  Department  of  Community  Colleges 
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Higher  Education  Enrollment 

The  number  of  in-state  undergraduate  students  enrolled  during  the  fall  term  in  North 
Carolina  public  and  private  institutions  of  higher  learning  is  shown  by  home  county  of  the 
student.  This  series  by  home  county  allows  for  comparisons  among  counties  with  respect 
to  the  county's  contribution  to  higher  education  enrollment  in  the  state.  Enrollment  refers 
to  the  headcount  resident-credit  enrollment.  The  resident-credit  enrollment  includes  full- 
time  and  part-time  students  enrolled  in  courses  basic  to  or  creditable  to  a  bachelor's  or 
higher  degree.  This  excludes  students  in  extension,  correspondence,  adult  education, 
audited  courses,  short  courses,  and  those  enrolled  for  individual  lessons  only. 
Undergraduate  includes  students  who  have  not  completed  a  full  four-year  program  or  its 
equivalent  and  students  in  a  five-year  bachelor's  program.  Data  for  the  Profile  classifica- 
tion include  students  in  private  junior  colleges  but  exclude  the  public  community  colleges. 
In-state  students  are  those  whose  legal  residence,  as  determined  by  the  institution,  is 
North  Carolina.  Data  were  excluded  for  students  in  military  centers  for  all  years,  for 
Southeastern  Seminary  for  all  years  except  1973,  for  Roanoke  Bible  College  in  1978  and 
prior  years,  for  Meredith  and  Shaw  in  1973,  for  Davidson  College  prior  to  1975,  for  Duke 
University  prior  to  1978.  The  state  total  enrollment  includes  students  who  did  not  report  a 
home  county. 

The  University  of  North  Carolina 
General  Administration 
Statistical  Abstract  of  Higher 
Education 


Median  Years  of  School  Completed 

Tabulations  of  median  years  of  school  completed  from  the  decennial  censuses  are  based 
on  the  questions  asked  concerning  highest  grade  attended  in  school  and  whether  the  in- 
dividual finished  the  grade  specified.  Tabulations  are  presented  here  for  persons  25  years 
old  and  older. 

US  Department  of  Commerce 
Bureau  of  the  Census 


GENERAL  - 

Land  Area 

Land  area  is  shown  in  square  miles  to  the  nearest  hundredth  of  a  square  mile.  The  source 
data  are  unpublished  except  in  rounded  form. 

US  Department  of  Commerce 

Bureau  of  the  Census 

Density 

Population  density  in  persons  per  square  mile  is  based  on  the  population  estimate  for 
1984  and  land  area  figures  from  the  1980  Census  with  calculation  of  area  correct  to  the 
nearest  hundredth  of  a  square  mile.  Population  density  is  ranked  from  high  to  low  in  the 
Rankings  section. 

US  Department  of  Commerce 
Bureau  of  the  Census 

Office  of  State  Budget  and  Management 
Management  and  Information  Services 

Incorporated  Municipalities 

Incorporated  municipalities  are  those  places  in  the  state  which  were  officially  incorporated 
as  of  July  1985.  Some  inactive  incorporated  municipalities  have  ceased  to  elect  officials 
but  have  not  officially  disincorporated.  A  few  long  term  inactive  incorporations  are  exclud- 
ed from  the  Profile. 

NC  Office  of  Secretary  of  State 
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GOVERNMENT 


Registered  Voters 

These  figures  reflect  the  total  number  of  voter  registrations  as  reported  by  county  boards 
of  election  to  the  State  Board  of  Elections  as  of  October  in  the  reference  year.  Historical- 
ly, data  were  used  for  May  in  1981,  September  in  1979,  November  in  1975,  and  December 
in  1970  and  1971  due  to  the  unavailability  of  an  October  report  in  those  years. 

NC  State  Board  of  Elections 

Property  Tax 

This  figure  represents  the  total  amount  of  property  taxes  levied  by  all  local  jurisdictions  in 
the  county  for  the  fiscal  year.  The  tax  is  levied  on  all  real  and  personal  property.  Personal 
property  includes  machinery  and  equipment,  business  inventories,  and  household  property. 
There  are  certain  exemptions  and  exclusions.  Preferential  treatment  is  given  for  business 
inventories  and  certain  agriculture  products.  Property  taxes  are  collected  by  the  county 
and  by  the  component  jurisdictions  -  cities,  school  districts,  and  other  special  districts.  In 
the  Rankings  section,  the  per  capita  property  tax  1983-84  is  ranked  from  high  to  low. 

NC  Department  of  Revenue 

Tax  Research 

HEALTH  

Primary  Care  Physicians 

For  purpose  of  this  publication,  primary  care  physicians  are  defined  as  physicians  involved 
in  active  general  practices,  family  practices,  internal  medicine,  pediatrics,  obstetrics  and 
gynecology.  The  doctors  included  in  this  count  are  non-federal,  non-resident  practicing 
physicians  licensed  by  the  N.C.  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  in  September.  The  data  are 
tallied  by  the  county  of  the  doctor's  business  address  and  by  home  county  if  the  business 
address  is  not  known.  The  state  total  includes  primary  care  physicians  whose  county  of 
residence  and  county  of  practice  are  unknown.  The  specialty  OB-GYN  includes  obstetrics, 
gynecology,  and  obstetrics/gynecology.  Only  the  last  of  these  three  is  considered  a 
primary  care  practice.  In  the  Rankings  section,  the  number  of  active  primary  care  physi- 
cians per  10,000  population  is  ranked  from  high  to  low. 

University  of  North  Carolina 
Health  Services  Research  Center 
NC  Active  Non-Federal  Physicians 
NC  Health  Manpower  Data  Book 

Hospital  Beds 

The  number  of  hospital  beds  (by  design)  as  of  the  reference  year  for  general  and  acute 
use,  pediatrics,  eye,  ear,  nose,  and  throat,  rehabilitation,  and  long  term  care  are  included. 
The  county  total  excludes  beds  provided  for  mental  disease,  alcoholism  addiction,  mental 
retardation,  and  pulmonary  diseases.  County  totals  also  exclude  state  supported  hospitals 
except  for  North  Carolina  Memorial  Hospital  in  Orange  County,  which  serves  the  general 
public  in  that  area.  The  statewide  total  is  a  summation  of  county  totals  plus  the  state- 
supported  hospitals  and  includes  the  beds  described  above  which  are  excluded  from  the 
county  totals. 

NC  Department  of  Human  Resources 
Division  of  Facility  Services 
A  Complete  Listing  of  Hospital  Beds, 
NonFederal  Health  Facilites  Data  Book 

Infant  Deaths 

An  infant  death  is  defined  as  death  of  a  live  born  infant  under  one  year  of  age.  The  infant 
death  rate  is  defined  as  resident  infant  deaths  per  1,000  resident  live  births  for  the  calen- 
dar year.  In  the  Rankings  section,  5-year  infant  death  rates  are  ranked  from  high  to  low. 

NC  Department  of  Human  Resources 
Division  of  Health  Services 
State  Center  for  Health  Statistics 
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HIGHWAYS 


Highway  Mileage 

Figures  shown  for  primary  and  secondary  roads  as  of  December  31  of  the  reference  year 
include  both  paved  and  unpaved  mileage.  The  state  primary  highway  system  is  composed 
of  all  Interstate,  U.  S.,  and  N.  C.  numbered  highways.  The  state  secondary  road  system  is 
composed  of  all  other  state-maintained  roads.  A  small  amount  of  un-numbered  roads  such 
as  school  driveways,  state  university  campuses,  and  rural  fire  departments  are  not 
included. 

NC  Department  of  Transportation 
Division  of  Highways 

North  Carolina  Highway  and  Road  Mileage 

Auto  and  Truck  Registrations 

Included  in  the  totals  for  the  calendar  year  are  actual  registrations  for  automobiles  and 
trucks  by  county  in  which  the  vehicles  were  registered.  Excluded  are  registrations  for 
trailers,  buses,  motorcycles,  dealers,  transporters,  driveaway  and  public-owned  passenger 
vehicles,  trucks  and  trailers.  The  statewide  total  is  a  summation  of  county  amounts.  The 
method  used  to  produce  the  auto  and  truck  registration  estimates  which  have  appeared  in 
previous  editions  of  the  Profiles  could  not  be  used  after  North  Carolina  began  the  stag- 
gered registration  system  in  1980. 

NC  Department  of  Transportation 
Division  of  Motor  Vehicles 

Accidents,  Persons  Injured,  Persons  Killed 

These  figures  represent  the  number  of  reportable  accidents  in  the  calendar  year.  A  repor- 
table accident  is  one  which  involves  a  motor  vehicle  on  a  trafficway  resulting  in  injury, 
death,  or  property  damage  of  $500  or  more.  The  property  damage  amount  was  $100  until 
July  1,  1971  and  $200  until  October  1,  1983.  The  number  of  persons  injured  or  killed  is 
determined  from  the  investigating  officers'  reports  which  are  filed  within  24  hours  of  the 
accident.  The  state  figure  repesents  the  sum  of  county  totals.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  per 
1,000  persons  are  ranked  from  high  to  low  in  the  Rankings  section  of  this  publication. 

NC  Department  of  Transportation 

Division  of  Motor  Vehicles 

North  Carolina  Traffic  Accident  Facts 

INDUSTRY  see  Business  and  Industry  

LABOR  FORCE  AND  EMPLOYMENT  

By  Place  of  Residence 

Labor  force  estimates  represent  the  combined  totals  of  the  average  annual  employed  and 
unemployed  persons  by  place  of  residence  and  have  been  adjusted  to  remove  the  effect  of 
multiple  job  holdings  and  commuting  from  one  county  (region/MSA)  to  another.  Employ- 
ment totals  include  agricultural  employment,  non-agricultural  wage  and  salary  employ- 
ment, non-agricultural  self-employed  workers,  unpaid  family  workers,  and  domestic 
workers  in  private  households.  The  rate  of  unemployment  is  the  ratio  of  the  number  of 
unemployed  (not  working,  but  seeking  work)  to  the  total  number  in  the  civilian  labor  force. 
The  adjustment  of  commuters  from  the  labor  force  total  insures  that  the  unemployment 
rates  between  areas  are  comparable  and  are  influenced  only  by  the  severity  of  unemploy- 
ment. The  data  through  1984  are  based  on  1970  Census  commuting  patterns  through  a 
residency  adjustment.  Beginning  with  1985,  the  adjustments  will  be  based  on  the  1980 
Census  commuting  patterns.  Figures  for  1984  will  be  revised  upon  release  of  the  1985 
data.  State  figures  differ  significantly  from  sums  of  counties  due  to  adjustments  made  to 
state  totals  based  on  new  1980  benchmarks.  These  adjustments  have  not  been  made  for 
all  years  at  the  county  level.  In  the  Rankings  section,  the  rate  of  unemployment  is  ranked 
from  high  to  low. 

NC  Department  of  Commerce 
Employment  Security  Commission 
Labor  Market  Information 
NC  Labor  Force  Estimates  by  County, 
Area,  and  State 
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By  Place  of  Work 

Non-agricultural  wage  and  salary  employment  is  an  estimate  of  the  average  annual  number 
of  jobs  held  by  place  of  work  (i.e.,  the  county,  region  or  MSA,  in  which  the  job  is  held)  for 
all  manufacturing  and  non-manufacturing  industries  as  defined  by  the  Standard  Industrial 
Classification  system.  Non-agricultural  wage  and  salary  employment  figures  exclude 
agricultural  employment,  non-farm  self-employed,  domestic  workers  in  private  households, 
and  unpaid  family  workers.  Statewide  totals  are  estimated  independently  and  may  not 
equal  the  summation  of  county  data. 

NC  Department  of  Commerce 
Employment  Security  Commission 
Labor  Market  Information 
NC  Labor  Force  Estimates  by  County, 
Area,  and  Stajle 

MONEY  INCOME  

Median  Household 

Household  income  consists  of  total  money  income  received  in  the  prior  calendar  year  by 
all  household  members  15  (14  in  1970)  years  old  and  over,  tabulated  for  all  households. 
Median  household  income  figures  are  derived  from  the  entire  distribution  of  household 
incomes. 

US  Department  of  Commerce 
Bureau  of  the  Census 


Median  Family 

Family  income  consists  of  total  money  income  received  in  the  calendar  year  by  all  family 
members  15  (14  in  1970)  years  old  and  over,  tabulated  for  all  families.  Family  income  dif- 
fers from  household  income  by  excluding  income  received  by  household  members  not 
related  to  the  householder,  persons  living  alone,  and  others  in  non-family  households.  Me- 
dian family  income  figures  are  derived  from  the  entire  distribution  of  family  incomes. 

US  Department  of  Commerce 

Bureau  of  the  Census 

PERSONAL  INCOME  

Total  Personal  Income 

Total  personal  income  figures  for  the  calendar  year  reflect  the  income  received  by  or  on 
behalf  of  all  the  residents  of  the  area  from  all  sources,  that  is,  from  participation  in  pro- 
duction, from  transfer  payments,  from  government  and  businesses,  and  from  government 
interest.  "Persons"  consist  of  individuals,  nonprofit  institutions,  private  non-insured 
welfare  funds,  and  private  trust  funds.  Personal  income  is  the  sum  of  wage  and  salary 
disbursements,  other  labor  income,  proprietors'  income  (with  inventory  valuation  and 
capital  consumption  adjustment),  income  of  persons  (with  capital  consumption  adjust- 
ment), personal  dividend  income,  personal  interest  income,  and  transfer  payments,  less 
personal  contributions  for  social  insurance.  Income  is  reported  in  current  dollars  (i.e.,  no 
adjustment  is  made  for  inflation). 

US  Department  of  Commerce 
Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis 

Per  Capita  Income 

Per  capita  income  is  calculated  as  total  personal  income  divided  by  the  mid-year  resident 
population  of  the  state.  Per  capita  income  estimates  for  planning  regions  were  derived 
from  estimates  of  total  personal  income  and  population  of  the  component  counties.  With 
the  release  of  updated  per  capita  income  estimates  each  April,  BEA  typically  revises  the 
most  recent  four  years  of  data.  In  the  Rankings  section,  per  capita  income  for  1984  is 
ranked  from  high  to  low. 

US  Department  of  Commerce 
Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis 
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Transfer  Payments 

Transfer  payments  are  income  payments  to  persons,  generally  in  monetary  form,  for  which 
they  do  not  render  current  services.  The  total  includes  payments  by  government  and 
business  to  individuals  and  nonprofit  institutions.  Included  are  government  payments  to 
individual  civilians,  government  payments  to  retired  military,  veterans  and  their 
dependents,  payments  to  nonprofit  institutions,  and  other  business  transfer  payments. 
One  of  the  largest  components  of  payments  to  individual  civilians  is  the  retirement, 
disability  and  health  insurance  category.  In  the  Rankings  section,  per  capita  transfer 
payments  for  1984  are  ranked  from  high  to  low. 

US  Department  of  Commerce 
Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis 
POPULATION  

Total  Population 

Actual  census  counts  as  of  April  1,  1970  and  1980  are  presented  along  with  estimates  as 
of  July  1  for  the  intercensal  years.  Corrections  to  census  counts  are  incorporated  as  they 
are  released  and  documented  by  the  Census  Bureau. 

US  Department  of  Commerce 

Bureau  of  the  Census 

NC  Office  of  State  Budget  &  Management 
Management  and  Information  Services 

Group  Quarters 

Group  quarters  are  actual  census  counts  as  of  April  1,  1970  and  1980  of  persons  in  living 
arrangements,  such  as  nursing  homes  or  rooming  houses,  which  are  not  households. 
Group  quarters  persons  are  either  inmates  of  institutions  or  persons  in  other  types  of 
group  quarters.  An  inmate  of  an  institution  is  a  person  under  care  or  custody  at  the  time 
of  enumeration.  This  category  includes  homes  for  the  aged,  correctional  institutions,  and 
mental  hospitals.  Persons  living  in  group  quarters  who  are  not  inmates  of  institutions  in- 
clude those  living  in  rooming  and  boarding  homes,  communes,  convents,  monasteries,  or 
other  units  in  which  10  or  more  unrelated  persons  share  housing.  Persons  living  in  certain 
types  of  living  arrangements  are  classified  as  living  in  "other"  group  quarters  regardless 
of  the  number  or  relationship  of  people.  This  category  includes  persons  in  military  bar- 
racks, on  ships,  in  college  dormitories,  sorority  and  fraternity  houses,  missions,  etc. 

US  Department  of  Commerce 

Bureau  of  the  Census 

Annual  Migration  Rate 

These  figures  reflect  the  annual  rate  of  net  migration  for  the  period  July  1  of  the  previous 
year  to  July  1  of  the  reference  year  provided  both  are  non-census  years.  Because  each 
decennial  census  is  conducted  on  April  1,  migration  rates  for  1971,  1980,  and  1981  reflect 
average  annual  rates  for  the  periods  April  1,  1970  to  July  1,  1971;  July  1,  1979  to  April  1, 
1980;  and  April  1,  1980  to  July  1,  1981;  respectively.  The  fact  that  each  year's  rate  is  an- 
nualized guarantees  comparability  between  years,  even  for  different  time  periods.  In 
calculating  average  annual  rates,  it  is  assumed  that  population  growth  is  compounded  an- 
nually with  the  rates  of  natural  increase  and  net  migration  being  additive  in  any  single 
year.  In  the  Rankings  section,  the  annual  net  migration  rate  for  1983  to  1984  is  ranked 
from  high  to  low. 

NC  Office  of  State  Budget  &  Management 
Management  and  Information  Services 

Births  and  Deaths 

This  category  refers  to  live  births  and  deaths  occurring  to  residents  of  the  area  during  the 
calendar  year. 

NC  Department  of  Human  Resources 
State  Center  for  Health  Statistics 
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PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  RECIPIENTS 


Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children  (AFDC) 

These  figures  represent  the  average  monthly  number  of  AFDC  recipients  for  the  fiscal 
year.  AFDC  recipients  do  not  include  foster-care  recipients.  For  some  years  the  state  total 
is  listed  as  the  sum  of  county  data,  while  other  years  it  was  independently  estimated. 

NC  Department  of  Human  Resources 

Division  of  Social  Services 

Reports  and  Programs  Analysis  Section 

Supplemental  Security  Income  and  Other 

These  figures  represent  the  sum  of  the  numbers  of  aged,  disabled,  or  blind  persons  receiv- 
ing income  assistance  for  the  fiscal  year.  The  figures  for  the  aged,  disabled  and  blind  are 
obtained  by  calculating  the  average  number  of  persons  receiving  Supplemental  Security  In- 
come (SSI)  in  December  and  June  of  the  fiscal  year  (in  each  category  respectively),  and 
then  adding  the  average  number  of  persons  receiving  only  state/county  special  assistance 
in  these  months.  On  January  1,  1974,  the  Supplemental  Security  Income  program  was  im- 
plemented as  a  result  of  amendments  to  the  Social  Security  Act  as  passed  by  Congress  in 
1972.  The  Supplemental  Security  Income  (SSI)  program  replaced  the  former  federal  grants 
made  to  the  various  states  for  Aid  to  the  Aged,  Disabled,  and  Blind.  In  essence,  SSI 
legislation  held  that  the  individual  states  would  no  longer  administer  these  federal  grants. 
Instead,  the  administration  of  financial  payments  was  made  the  responsibility  of  the 
Social  Security  Administration.  In  order  to  prevent  any  persons  from  receiving  less  money 
under  the  new  program,  the  states  were  required  to  provide  supplementary  payments  to 
make  up  any  deficits  between  the  old  amount  and  the  new  amount  for  all  persons  on  the 
rolls  on  or  after  January  1,  1974.  North  Carolina's  supplementary  program,  called 
State/County  Special  Assistance,  was  set  up  for  the  dual  purpose  of  complying  with 
federal  legislation  and  compensating  for  the  failure  of  the  federal  program  to  make  provi- 
sions for  the  special  needs  of  the  aged  and  disabled,  specifically  domiciliary  care,  chore 
services,  needy  spouses/essential  persons,  and  certain  disabled  persons  not  covered  by 
SSI.  In  fiscal  year  1977-78  only  the  December  1977  SSI  report  was  used  because  June  1978 
was  not  available;  and  in  fiscal  year  1975-76,  the  January  1976  and  June  1976  State/County 
Special  Assistance  reports  were  used  because  December  1975  was  not  available.  For  the 
months  of  June  1981  and  June  1983,  unpublished  printouts  were  used  instead  of  the  usual 
SSI  publication. 

NC  Department  of  Human  Resources 
Division  of  Services  for  the  Blind 
Division  of  Social  Services 
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Metropolitan  and 
Non-Metropolitan 
Areas  Profiles 


Metropolitan  Area  Definition 


In  1983,  the  Federal  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  released  revisions  to  Standard 
Metropolitan  Statistical  Area(SMSA)  boundaries.  The  revisions  were  the  result  of  reconsideration 
of  the  SMSA  boundaries  using  population  data  from  the  1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing. 
Certain  terminology  changes  were  also  made.  The  previously  used  term,  Standard  Metropolitan 
Statistical  Area,  was  shortened  to  Metropolitan  Statistical  Area  (MSA). 

The  general  concept  of  a  Metropolitan  Statistical  Area  is  that  of  a  geographic  area  consisting 
of  a  large  population  nucleus  together  with  adjacent  communities  having  a  high  degree  of  economic 
and  social  integration  with  that  nucleus.  Standard  metropolitan  definitions  were  first  developed 
and  issued  about  35  years  ago.  Their  major  purpose  is  to  enable  all  Federal  statistical  agencies 
to  use  the  same  geographic  definitions  in  the  study  of  metropolitan  characteristics.  Data  are  made 
available  for  individual  metropolitan  areas  on  population,  housing,  industry,  trade,  employment, 
payrolls,  local  housing  markets,  and  labor  markets. 

Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas  are  defined  according  to  a  set  of  detailed  standards  prepared 
by  a  federal  committee.  Under  these  standards  (revised  in  1980),  an  area  qualifies  for  recognition 
as  an  MSA  in  one  of  two  ways:  If  there  is  a  city  of  at  least  50,000  population,  or  an  urbanized  area 
of  at  least  50,000  with  a  total  metropolitan  population  of  at  least  100,000.  MSA's  are  defined  in 
terms  of  entire  counties,  except  in  the  six  New  England  States  where  they  are  defined  in  terms 
of  cities  and  towns.  In  addition  to  the  county  containing  the  main  city,  an  MSA  may  also  include 
additional  counties  having  strong  economic  and  social  ties  to  the  central  county. 


The  number  of  Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas  (MSA's)  in  North  Carolina  was  reduced  by  the 
federal  budget  office  from  eleven  in  1980  to  nine  in  1983.  The  Charlotte-Gastonia  MSA  was  expand- 
ed to  include  two  former  MSA's,  Salisbury-Concord  and  Rock  Hill  (South  Carolina),  plus  Lincoln 
County.  In  addition  to  the  Charlotte-Gastonia  change,  Currituck  County  was  deleted  from  the  Norfolk- 
Virginia  Beach-Newport  News,  VA  MSA,  which  is  now  the  Norfolk-Virginia  Beach-Newport  News, 
VA  MSA.  Also  Brunswick  County  was  deleted  from  the  Wilmington  MSA,  and  Madison  County  was 
removed  from  the  Asheville  MSA.  Besides  Lincoln  and  York  County  (SC),  other  new  metropolitan 
counties  in  1983  were  Davie,  Burke,  and  Franklin. 
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